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Monica is graduating with a Bachelor of Arts degree in French. She plans to move to 

Montpellier, France in July 2014 to take preparation courses for completion of the Diplôlme 

Approfondi de Langue Française (DALF) level C1, an internationally recognized French 

language certification that denotes a foreign speaker’s French proficiency. After completion of 

the DALF exam, she will pursue a library science master’s program at l’École National 

Supérieure des Sciences de l’Information et de Bibliothèques in Lyon, France to secure a public 

library position in France. 

Monica has served twice as president and once as vice president of the Washburn French Club 

from 2011 until her graduation. During this time the club hosted French discussion lunches, 

French film nights, Mardi Gras parties and other language focused events, and traveled to the 

Nelson-Atkins museum in Kansas City for the French Impressionist exhibit. They teamed up 

with the local Francophone enthusiasts group L’Alliance Française to hold holiday parties and 

culture nights featuring Francophone speakers. They also provided volunteers for Topeka 

community culture events. She served as a French tutor and worked with International Programs 

promoting study abroad experiences at Washburn through various methods, including speaking 

at the 2013 Study Abroad Scholarship Award Ceremony about her six-month study in France. 

Monica was a student employee at the Mabee Library working in the archives. She was involved 

with such special collections as the Koch Art Collection and the Thomas Fox Averill Collection. 

She also worked at the circulation front desk helping students with questions, projects, and 

technology issues.  

For her Scholarly and Creative Washburn Transformational Experience in spring 2014, Monica 

completed a research project on public library community engagement within diverse 

populations and its evolution over the past decade. She traveled to Montpellier, France for a case 

study of its public library system. 

Monica received the Washburn Academic Scholarship and the Department of Modern 

Languages Study Abroad Scholarship. She received the Department of Modern Languages 

Award for Excellence in French in 2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014. She received third place in the 

Study Abroad Photo Essay Contest in 2013. 

Monica wrote in her application, “The past four years at Washburn University have provided me 

with incredible experiences which shaped my post-graduation future. As a French major, I have 

had the great benefit of the support and encouragement of the Modern Languages Department 

faculty. From my first semester, they have encouraged and nurtured my love of the French 

language and give me the opportunity to incorporate it with my passion for a career in 

librarianship.” 


